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WATER EFFICIENCY LABELLING AND STANDARDS BILL 2006 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 6 April. 

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [1.55 pm]:  I will not be the lead speaker on this bill.  The very good member for 
Darling Range will speak much more eloquently and forcefully than I on this legislation. 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  He is more ambitious. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I think he is more ambitious.  Ambition is a dangerous thing.  The member needs to ask 
Marc Antony and Julius Caesar.  I am a mere humble servant. 

This bill addresses the very important issue of water savings in this state.  For too long we have taken the water 
that we have in this state for granted.   

Mr A.J. Simpson:  Very much so. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  I thank the member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  It is good to see that the government is 
progressing this issue.  This is uniform legislation, being driven across the country by the federal government, 
and I am sure that the Minister for Water Resources, during his summing up of this debate, will give dutiful 
thanks to the federal government for its activity in this area.  Members on both sides of the house will be 
thankful that the federal government is involved in the Waterwise program.   

I want to make some comments on the amount that we are collecting, because that relates to the need to save as 
much water as possible.  This year is a very good year to use as an example.  In my last briefing with the Water 
Corporation - I have had a number and we thank the minister for making his staff available - I was informed that 
the worst year on record for the effect that rainfall had on the dams and rivers in the Perth region was 1914.  That 
is a fair while ago and not even the member for Collie-Wellington can remember back that far!  In that early 
period in Western Australia hundreds of gigalitres flowed into the dams - in some years up to 800 gigalitres of 
water, which is a lot of water when one considers the storage capacity of the dams in the Perth region is 300 to 
400 gigalitres.  That figure dropped down to well under 100 gigalitres in 1914, which was a drastic year.  We 
have talked about 2001 not being a good year, not only in Perth but in the entire state.  However, 1914 was a 
paltry year in comparison with 2001.  It should be said that this year the catchment figure so far for the Perth 
region is dramatically under the 1914 catchment figure.  If that continues for the rest of the year, this year will be 
the worst year on record for the catchments in the Perth metropolitan region.  In the good electorate of Capel we 
have records going back 100 years, and for that region and the Perth region, the water catchment figures are the 
worst on record.   

Mr Acting Speaker, can we make welcome the students of the South Bunbury Primary School?  I am glad to see 
them in the gallery.  No doubt they will stay until question time.  The government sits on that side of the house 
and the quality sits on this side of the house, as they will learn during question time.  We are talking about the 
catchment of water - 

Mr P.B. Watson:  It’s good to see that you have somebody on your own side on the chamber.   

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  They are all arriving.  It is important that saving water be one of the components of 
increased catchment and increased resources.  The students of South Bunbury Primary School will no doubt be 
concerned about the proposals to take 45 gigalitres out of the southern Yarragadee, an issue that impacts directly 
upon the people of the Bunbury region and the entire south west.  I am sure that the South Bunbury Primary 
School students will be dramatically concerned about what will be done to the water levels and the wetlands in 
the south west corner of the state.  We are looking for some way to save water, apart from taking water from the 
south west Yarragadee.  One way is to use less water.  It is good to see that we are looking at consumption 
levels.  I am very supportive of this bill. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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